
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel – Adapted from Mark 5:21-43 

 
When Jesus crossed to the other side again in the boat, a large crowd gathered around him, 
and he stayed close to the sea.  A synagogue official named Jairus came forward, fell at his 
feet, and begged him, “My little daughter is dying.  Come and lay your hands on her so she will 
live.”  He went with him, and a large crowd followed. 

 
There was a woman who had been suffering from bleeding problems for twelve years.  She 
spent all her money on doctors, but no one could help her.  She only got worse.  She heard 
about Jesus and came up from behind him in the crowd and touched his clothes.  She thought, 
“If I just touch his clothing, I will be cured.”  Immediately her bleeding stopped.  Jesus felt 
power go out of him and asked, “Who has touched my clothes?”  But his disciples said, “You 
see how the people are crowding around you, but you ask, ‘Who touched me?’”  The woman, 
realizing what had happened, was afraid.  She came to Jesus and fell at his feet and told the 
whole truth.  Jesus said, “Daughter, your faith has saved you.  Go in peace and be healed.” 

 
While he was still speaking, people from the synagogue official’s house came and said, “Your 
daughter is dead; do not bother the teacher anymore.”  But Jesus said to him, “Do not be 
afraid; just have faith.”  He did not let anyone go into the house with him except Peter, James, 
and John.  When he arrived at the house, he saw many people weeping and crying loudly.  He 
went in and said, “Why are you crying?  The child is not dead, but sleeping.”  And they laughed 
at him.  He made them go outside.  He took the child’s father and mother and those that were 
with him and entered the room where the child was.  He took the child by the hand and said 
to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, get up!”  The girl, twelve years old, 
immediately got up and walked around.  The people were completely amazed.  He told them 
not to tell anyone about this, and to give the child something to eat. 

 



 

 

  

 

Jesus performs two amazing miracles in today’s Gospel.  A synagogue official has come to 
Jesus because his daughter is very sick.  She is dying.  We can imagine that this synagogue 
official has had doctors over to treat his daughter, but nothing has worked.  Now Jesus is here, 
and he asks Jesus for help.  But for this synagogue official, Jairus is his name, this is a risky 
thing to do.  The Jewish leaders have come to be very jealous of Jesus.  In many places, 
following Jesus will get a person kicked out of the synagogue.  Yet Jairus, who has a powerful 
position in the synagogue, risks his position by going to Jesus for help. 

 
As Jesus is on the way to Jairus’s house, a woman sees that He is passing.  She has been 
suffering from bleeding problems for years.  This bleeding has made her “unclean,” so she 
cannot join the worship of the community.  She is probably an outcast.  She has seen many 
doctors, but none have been able to help her.  She believes, though, that if she can just touch 
Jesus’s clothes, she will be healed. 

 
Both Jairus and the woman show amazing faith in Jesus.  They have both seen doctors for help, 
but no one could help them.  They turn to God.  They trust that even though doctors could not 
help them, Jesus can.  And they are willing to take risks to see Jesus.  In both cases, they 
receive the help they need from Jesus. 

 
Jesus was no closer to them than He is to us.  Jairus and the woman became excited and 
hopeful because Jesus was there.  Jesus is here.  He is with us, right now.  Does that give us 
hope?  Do we come to Jesus with our needs, confident that He can help us?  If not, let us 
begin.  When the best doctors could not help Jairus and the woman, Jesus could.  When the 
best help in this world cannot help us, Jesus can.  Let’s go to Him. 

 

 

 
What needs do you have, right now, that you can bring to Jesus? 

 
Jairus took a big risk by coming to Jesus for help, because He knew that Jesus could help 
him.  Why are there so many people who don’t come to Jesus when they need help? 

 



 

 

 

 

• Faith – The Gospel readings lately have all been about faith, a belief in God and what He 
teaches us.  The people in today’s Gospel had faith that Jesus had come from God. 
 

• Hope – Trusting that God will keep His promises.  God’s greatest promise to us is eternal 
life.  He also tells us that He makes things work out for the good of those who love 
Him.  When we face suffering and difficult times, like the people in today’s Gospel, we 
need hope in this promise. 

 
• Miracles – Miracles are things that cannot happen naturally.  They need direct 

intervention from God.  Jesus worked many miracles.  Many of them were miracles of 
healing.  Today’s Gospel is one of three times that Jesus raised someone from the dead. 

 
• Synagogue – A Jewish house of prayer.  It was a town’s center of the Jewish 

community.  In some places, following Jesus could get a person kicked out of the 
synagogue. 

 

 

 

1) We trust God to care for us because the virtue of __________ makes us know that He 

always keeps His promises. 

 

2) The people in the Gospel had __________ that Jesus had come from God, so they 

experienced miracles. 

 

3) Jairus was a __________ official, so he risked losing his position by coming to Jesus. 

 

4) Jesus performed many __________, as signs that He was from God. 

 

 



 

 
 
 

1) What did the synagogue official ask Jesus to do? 

A) Preach in the synagogue 

B) Heal his daughter 

C) Cure his blindness 

D) Stop letting people touch him 

 

 

2) What did the woman who was bleeding do so she could be healed? 

A) Ask the synagogue official for help 

B) Offer to become a disciple 

C) Touch Jesus’s clothes 

D) Hide in the crowd 

 

 

3) Why did the people laugh at Jesus? 

A) He said the child was asleep, not dead 

B) He looked funny 

C) He did too many miracles 

D) The woman had ripped his clothes 
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  HEALING 

  HOPE 

  JESUS 

  MIRACLES 
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Fill in the Blank 

1) Hope 

2) Faith                                         

3) Synagogue 

4) Miracles 

 

Quiz: 

1) B – Heal his daughter 

2) C – Touch Jesus’s clothes 

3) A – He said the child was asleep, not dead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


